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possessed by the devil. Priestly charlatans pretended to exor-
cize the evil spirit, and a hideous mummery was enacted in
which the wretched monarch thought he saw an apparition,
and nearly died of terror. His only comfort was in the
morbid contemplation of the tomb. He would totter down
the stairway which led to the mausoleum where his ancestors
and his wife lay buried. He opened their coffins and
gazed fixedly on their remains. He lay in his own coffin
shrouded in the cerements of death. Meanwhile the disorders
of his body and mind grew in seemingly endless aggravation,
and all the nations waited in suspense upon his failing pulses
and deepening mania. Every sign and symptom of which
report was carried to the Courts of Europe betokened the end.
What then was to happen to half the world, and what would
the other half do with it ? A score of claimants, ranging
from a successful usurper in Portugal to the Emperor Leopold,
confident in his vague, but to his mind paramount, dynastic
right, would come forward to demand a greater or lesser
share of the mighty heritage. But could not William and
Louis, incomparably the most skilled and experienced diplo-
matists in Europe, lords of the strongest armies and fleets in
existence, both of whom saw and shrank from the danger of
a renewal of the European conflict, devise some solution to
which every candidate would be forced to bow ?
The French historian Legrelle devotes a volume of five
hundred pages to each of the two new Partition Treaties. We
have no intention of being drawn beyond the briefest outline
of what happened. England and Holland, who lived by sea-
borne trade and dreamed of colonies and wealth beyond the
oceans, could not bear that the control of Spain, the Indies,
Mexico, South America, and the Mediterranean should fall
into the competent hands of France. They saw themselves
shut out by prohibitive tariffs, mercantile laws, and indefinite
naval expansion, alike from their daily bread and their future.
The independence of Belgium from France was a vital interest
which England and Holland shared in common. The
Protestant states shivered at the prospect of the Government
that had revoked the Edict of Nantes being united with the
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